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C  O  N  S  I  D  E  R  ’D, 

■  , 

Whether  Prejudicial  to  the 

Health  0/  ibis  CITY ; 


And  if  they  are. 

Whether  we  may  not  hope 

;•  to  have  them  Reformed. 


It  is  manifeftly  much  more  advifeable  to  keep  off  the 
^nvajton  of  a  Peftilence ,  than  to  fland  its  violent  and 
fatal  Shocks  >  and  Self-Prefervation ,  as  well  as  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  other  wife  People ,  admonifhes  us  to  ufe  all  poffible 
deavours  to  keep  it  from  us,  and  guard  ourf elves  againft 
while  at  a  Diftance. 

Dr, Hodges ’x  Loimologia,  p.  205. 
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SOME  < . 

CUSTOMS 

CONSIDER’D, 

Whether  prejudicial  to  the 
Health  of  this  CiT  Y. 


\ 

H  E  dreadful  Spread  the 
‘Plague  has  for  fome  time 
made  in  France ,  has  juft- 
ly  alarm’d  all  thefe  Parts 
of  the  World,  to  ftand 
upon  their  guard,  and  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  pofliby  they  can,  the  bringing 
that  Calamity  amongft  them,  by  any 
correfponding  with  the  infected  Places, 

As  THIS 


f 
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THIS  Precaution  is  as  neceffary 
for  E jzgtand,  as  any  other  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope:  for  by  that  clandeftine  Trade 
which  fome  ill  Perfons  carry  on  in  the 
Mediterranean >  we  feem  as  near  the 
Danger  of  the  Infection,  as  any  of 
thofe  Countries  that  lie  betwixt  them 
and  us,  upon  the  Coaft  and  Continent. 

THE  Confideration  of  our  Danger 
has  fo  far  alarm’d  us,  that  proper  Care 
has  been  taken  both  in  aReligious  way, 
viz.  by  Falling  and  Prayer ;  and  in  a 
Political  way,  by  enjoining  the  keep- 
ing  Quarentines,  and  giving  renewedi 
Orders  for  cleaning  of  our  Streets, 


*  A  N  D  at  the  Signification  of  the 
Dedica-  pleafure  of  the  Lords- Juftices  in  His 
his Dif-  Majdly’s  Abfence,  Dr.  Mead  has  gi- 

toThe  ven  Advices  for  the  Publick  Security, 

honoura-  *m  £)ifC0Urfe  of  Pellilential  Conta- 
ble  fames 

Craggs  gion,  and  the  Methods  to  be  ufed  to 
Secretary  prevent  it ;  and  there  he  tells  us,  That 

of  State.  ke  J0es  not  J00^  on  tjie  piagUe  t0 

p.  ao,  a  Native  here,  but  the  Growth  of  the 

Eaflern 
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Eaftern  and  Southern  Parts  of  thep-$‘ 

* 

World,  and  tranfmitted  from  thence 
into  thefe  colder  Climates  by  way  of 
Commerce  ;  and  therefore  Contagions 
from  Abroad,  brought  over  to  us,  have 
proved  lefs  malignant  here,  by  our  Air 
not  being  difpofed  to  receive  fuch  Im- 
preflions. 

Y  E  T,  he  fays,  there  is  in  every 
Air  a  greater  Difpofition  to  receive  In- 
fedtion  at  one  time  than  at  another ; 
and  that  we  found  it  fo  in  the  great 
Calamity,  when  the  Plague  raged  with 
fo  much  Fury,  in  Londo7i>  in  the  Year 
1665. 

NOW  what  has  been,  may  be ; 
and  the  whole  Nation  has  exprefs’d 
their  Apprehenfion  of  the  Greatnefs  of 
our  prefent  Danger,  in  the  late  Day 
of  Humiliation,  which  was  fofolemnly 
and  univerfally  obferved,  as  has  had  no 
Parallel  in  our  Day. 

MAY  the  fame  Religious,  Politi¬ 
cal,  and  Civil  Methods  for  our  Prefer- 

vation 
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vation  be  continued,  with  the  utmoft 
Care  and  Diligence  5  and  may  the 
Blefling  of  Heaven  (without  which 
all  the  reft  can  avail  us  nothing)  make 
all  fuccefsful,  to  the  preferving  of  us 
free  from  that  awful  Judgment. 

*  .A  '  *  '  "  ' 

W  E  have  many  Advantages  in  this 

City  above  others,  that  do  in  great 

meafure  contribute  as  Means  to  the 

Health  of  it :  As  a  good  Air  and  Soil, 

and  one  of  the  nobleft  Rivers  in  the 

World,  which  runs  between  the  City 

and  Suburbs,  from  one  end  of  the 

Town  to  the  other*  which  River  by 

the  Strength  of  its  Current,  and  the 

Flux  and  Reflux  of  the  Sea,  carries 

* 

away  prodigious  Quantities  of  the 
Filth  of  the  Town,  that  are  emptied 
into  it  through  the  Common-Shores, 
which  are  wafhed  by  a  deal  of  the 
wafte  Water  of  the  new  River,  that 
paffeth  through  them. 

THESE  are  Advantages  for  the 
keeping  the  City  clean  and  healthful ; 
but  yet  there  are  fome  Things  that  de- 

ferve 
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ferve  to  be  infpe&ed,  and  feem  to  re¬ 
quire,  that  Care  fhould  be  taken  left 
they  prove  prejudicial  to  us. 

AMONGST  all  the  Books  and 
Papers  written  of  late  about  the 
Plague,  our  Danger  of  it,  and  Prefer- 
vatives  againft  it ;  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  what  is  here  fuggefted  we 
may  be  endanger’d  by.  That  others 
have  faid  nothing  of  it,  muft  proceed 
either  from  their  having  been  Stran¬ 
gers  to  the  Matter  of  Fa£t,  or  that 
they  had  overlook’d  it,  or  that  they 
thought  it  not  worthy  of  their  notice. 

B  U  T  of  what  Importance  it  is,  is 
here  referr’d  to  all  to  judge,  efpecially 
to  thofe'  who  are  belt  able  effectually 
to  remove,  what  may  in  that  Cafe 
endanger  us. 

I T  is  well  known,  that  feveral  Out- 
Parifhes  of  this  City  and  Liberties  are 
very  much  ftraiten’d  for  Room  to  bury 
their  Dead  ;  and  that  to  remedy  in  part 
that  Inconvenience,  they  dig  in  their 

Church- 


Church-yards,  or  other  annexed  Burial- 
Places,  large  Holes  or  Pits,  in  which 
they  put  many  of  the  Bodies  of  thofe, 
whofe  Friends  are  not  able  to  pay  for 
better  Graves;  and  then  thofe  Pits 
or  Holes  (called  the  Poor’s  Holes)  once 
opened,  are  not  cover’d,  till  fill’d  with 
fuch  dead  Bodies :  Thus  it  is  in  St. 
Martin  s,  St.  James's,  and  St.  Giles's 
in  the  Fields ,  and  other  Places. 

NASTINESS  is  a  great  Source 
of  InfeQiion,  and  the  Air  being  cor¬ 
rupted  by  noifome  Smells,  a  Peftilen- 
tial  Venom  may  confequently  receive 
additional  Strength  by  fuch  Means. 
The  worlf  of  Stenches  are  thofe  that 
arife  from  dead  Bodies  ;  and  of  them, 
thofe  from  Human  Bodies  are  the 
worft  of  all.  The  Stench  of  a  morti¬ 
fied  Limb  upon  a  Body  yet  living,  or 
any  cancer’d  Part  of  fuch  a  Body,  is 
very  oftenfive :  What  then  mult  the 
Stench  of  fo  many  Human  Corpfes  be  ? 
Some  of  which,  perhaps,  died  of  very 
bad  and  malignant  Difeafes,  and  it 
piay  be,  were  corrupted  before  they 

were 
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were  put  into  thofe  Holes ;  and  then 
lie  fo  long  there  corrupting  uncover’d. 

Dr.  Qiiincy,  in  his  Effay  of  the  dif-  P. 
ferent  Caufes  of  Peftilential  Difeafes, 
annexed  to  Dr.  Hodges's  Account  of 
the  Plague  of  London,  fays,  That  one 
Caufe  of  the  Plague  is  charg’d  upon 
the  Steams  and  Exhalations  that  arife 
from  putrefying  Bodies  ;  and  that  it 
has  been  often  obferved,  that  the 
Plague  has  foon  appear’d  after  great 
Slaughter  of  Men  in  Battle  ;  and  thofe 
being  ufually  in  Summer,  the  Heats 
of  thofe  Seafons  do  more  difpofe  to 
Putrefactions  than  others, 

HE  relates  alfo  a  Paffage  out  of 
Jnibro  fe  Laris,  of  a  Plague  that  laid 
almoft  a  whole  Country  wafte,  which 
had  its  Rife  from  the  Stench  of  a 
great  many  Human  Carcafes  that  were 
thrown  into  one  Pit,  and  left  rotting 
there  uncover’d, 

NOW  then,  though  we  are  happy 
in  our  Climate,  and  our  Air  be  not 

B  fo 
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fo  much  difpofed  to  receive  and  enter¬ 
tain  Infection,  as  warmer  Climates 
are  ;  and  fo  the  Force  of  any  InfeCtion 
brought  amongft  us,  may  be  abated, 
and  that  Contagion  leffened :  yet  if 
we  fhould  be  fo  unhappy,  as  to  have 
Infection  brought  amongft  us,  how 
might  the  Air  from  the  Stench  and 
Putrefaction  of  fo  many  dead  Bodies  as 
lie  rotting  in  thofe  Holes  or  Pits  un¬ 
cover’d,  be  difpofed  to  receive  that 
InfeCtion,  and  alfo  heighten,  ftrength- 
en,  and  aggravate  that  Contagion? 

HOW  noifome  the  Stench  is,  that 
arifes  from  thefe  Holes  fo  flow’d  with 
•  dead  Bodies,  efpecially  in  fultry  Sea- 
fons,  and  after  Rain  ;  one  may  appeal 
to  all  who  approach  them,  efpecially 
to  thofe  who  have  had  the  forrowful 
Occafion  to  ftand  over  them,  or  near 
them,  whilft  the  Bodies  of  any  of  their 
Relations  or  Friends  were  committed 
to  thofe  dreadful  Places. 

v  .  ’  «[  <•  V*»  #  . 

THERE  is  fomething  fo  barba¬ 
rous  and  fliocking  to  Human  Nature 

. 

in 


( II ) 

in  this  Cuftom,  that  one  would  won¬ 
der  how  it  ever  came  to  be  taken  up 
at  the  firft,  and  much  more  that  it 
fhould  be  fo  long  continued*  The 
treating  of  thofe  Bodies  in  fuch  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way  from  all  the  reft  that  lie  in 
thofe  Burying-Places,  looks  like  a  bran¬ 
ding  and  ftigmatizing  of  them  with 
Ignominy  and  Difgrace  at  their  Deaths^ 
for  fome  Crimes  they  had  been  guilty 
of  in  their  Lives;  and  as  tho  they  had 
been  Sinners  and  Criminals  above  all 
the  reft  of  the  Parifti:  which  Treat¬ 
ment  of  them,  is  as  grievous  and  cut¬ 
ting  to  their  furviving  Relations,  as 
their  very  Death  itfelf. 

WHEREAS  in  Reality  there  is 
no  other  Reafon  for  their  being  thus 
diftinguifhed  from  others  in  their  Bu¬ 
rials,  but  that  they  died  poor,  tho  per¬ 
haps  part  of  their  Time  they  lived 
plentifully,  and  ferved  feveral  Parifh- 
Offices  reputably,  and  to  Satisfaction. 

ARE  Scavengers  obliged  by  their 
Office,  and  the  renewed  Orders  in  their 

B  2  clean- 
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cleanfm'g  the  Streets,  to  remove  the 
Carcafes  of  dead  Dogs,  Cats,  and  o- 
ther  Vermine ;  and  fhall  the  dead  Bo¬ 
dies  of  Men  and  Women,  and  our 
Fellow-Chriftians,  lie  fo  long  uncove¬ 
red?  And  this,  if  not  under  the  pre¬ 
tended  Orders  and  Regulations  of  Pa¬ 
nfries  and  their  Officers,  yet  at  leaft 
by  their  Connivance. 

H  0  W  meanly  will  Perfons  be  apt 
to  think  of  that  Chriltian  Burial  that 
is  given  them,  if,  for  fo  long  a  time 
after,  they  remain  without  that  Buri¬ 
al,  which  Heathens  would  not  deny 
them?  We  charge  it  upon  Papifts  as 
a  very  barbarous  Thing,  that  they 
will  not  fuffer  the  Proteftants  that  die 
amongft  them  to  have  any  Burials  ; 
and  is  it  not  a  fhame,  that  Protellants, 
in  a  ProtefUnt  Nation,  fhould  for  fo 
long  a  time  be  hinder’d  and  deny’d  a 
compleat  Bui  ial  ? 

1  F  this  Cuftom  of  making  thefe 
Holes,  and  thus  uting  of  them  after 
the  manner  we  have  heard,  has  been 

taken 
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taken  up  and  continued,  becaufe  of 
the  want  of  room  in  populous  Parifhes, 
conveniently  to  bury  their  Dead  :  Why 
then  do  not  fuch  Parifhes  enlarge  thofe 
Burying-Places  they  have,  if  that  can 
be  done  ?  Or  if  not,  if  that  cannot  be 
done,  why  do  they  not  purchafe  more 
Ground,  for  additional  Burying-Places, 
to  thofe  they  have  already?  as  fome 
Parifhes  have  done. 

PERHAPS  fome  will  fay,  That 
if  the  Poor,  whofe  Burials  there  are 
none  to  pay  for,  were  to  be  laid  in 
diftinct.  and  feparate  Graves,  they 
would  then  take  up  that  Ground 
which  others  would  pay  for,  and  fo 
hinder  fome  Perfons  of  their  Dues. 
Now  in  thefe  large  and  populous  Pa¬ 
rifhes  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the  Profits 
arifing  from  the  many  Funerals  of  the 
Rich,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fo  great, 
that  the  Burial  of  the  indigent  Poor, 
might  be  given  them  without  damage 
to  any  :  But  efpecially  if  new  Burying- 
Grounds  were  provided,  where  the 
Rich  might  be  accommodated,  they 

would 
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Would  give  any  Rates,  rather  than  be 
buried  in  crowded  Church-yards. 

'  AND  till  fuch  Accommodations 
could  be  had,  if  Graves  were  to  be 
made  fo  deep,  as  that  the  next  Courfe 
of  Corpfes  were  to  be  buried  over  the 
other ;  a  Church-yard  of  a  narrow 
Compafs  would  be  equivalent  in  its 
ufe,  to  one  twice  as  large  :  and  by 
this  means  might  be  prevented  the 
breaking  open  Graves  and  dead  Bo¬ 
dies,  fo  foon  as  to  endanger  the  Living  *  * 

as  is  too  often  done# 

BUT  if  all  that  has  been  faid, 
cannot  perfuade  the  Heads  and  lead, 
ing  Perfons  in  Parifhes  to  be  willing 
to  have  the  ufe  of  thofe  Holes  or 
Pits  to  ceafej  for  the  Poor’s  fake ;  I 
hope  they  will,  upon  due  Confidera- 
tion,  be  prevailed  upon  to  confent  to 
it,  and  promote  it  for  their  own  fakes* 
and  their  Families,  and  for  the  com¬ 
mon  Safety  and  Health  of  this  City. 


BE- 
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BESIDES  what  has  been  offer’d 
already  to  Confideration,  which  fo 
much  concerns  the  Health  of  this  Ci¬ 
ty,  there  is  another  thing  that  deferves 
fome  Examination,  viz.  Whether  the 
Air  and  Health  of  this  City  may  not 
fuffer  fome  prejudice  from  the  Steams 
that  may  iffue  from  the  many  Vaults 
where  fo  many  dead  Bodies  are  lodg¬ 
ed,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  under 
our  Churches.  Nothing,  fays  Dr. 
Mead ,  approaches  fo  near  to  the  firftP- 41- 
Original  of  Contagion,  as  Air  pent 
up,  loaded  with  Damps,  and  corrup¬ 
ted  with  the  Filthinefs  that  proceeds 
from  Animal  Bodies. 

IT  is  from  an  Apprehenfion  of 
Danger  from  the  Steams  of  thofe 
Vaults,  when  they  are  to  be  open’d 
to  bury  in  them,  that  it  is  the  Cuftom 
to  make  Fires  in  them,  and  to  conti¬ 
nue  them  till  the  time  of  the  intended 
Funerals. 

S  >  V  «*  * 

•  #*  *  t  •  "Y**  sj  „  -  y 
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IT  is  a  furprizing  Story  that  Dr. 

P.42.  Mead  tells  us  from  Cambden ,  That  at 
the  Black  Aflize  at  Oxford \  1577,  the 
Judges,  Gentry,  and  almoft  all  that 
were  prefent,  to  the  number  of  jco, 
were  kill’d  by  a  poifonous  Steam,  that 
fome  thought  broke  forth  from  the 
Earth  :  But  he  fays,  as  my  Lord  7v- 
rulam  more  juftly  iuppofed,  that  that 
Steam  was  what  the  Prifoners  brought 
with  them  out  of  the  Goal  into  the 
Court,  it  being  obferved  that  they 
alone  were  not  injured  by  it. 

>  ...  *  ♦ 

MAY  not  the  Vaults  mentioned, 
at  their  Opening,  fend  forth  noxious 
Steams  ?  And  may  not  thofe  Perfons 
imployed  in  the  opening  of  them, 
bring  that  with  them  which  may  be 
prejudicial  to  others,  tho  they  them- 
felves  may  fuffer  no  Inconvenience, 
being  accuftom’d  to  it  in  their  being 
fo  often  imploy’d  amongft  the  Dead. 

p*  59-  Dr.  Mead  fpeaking  of  putting  a  Stop 

to  the  Plague  when  difcovered,  and 

taking 
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taking  care  of  the  Sick,  fays,  No 
manner  of  Compaflion  and  Care  Ihou’d 
be  wanting  to  the  Difeafed,  and  all 
Expences  fhould  be  pay’d  by  the  Pub* 
lick,  and  no  Charges  ought  to  be 
thought  great,  which  are  counterba-  * 
lanced  by  the  faving  a  Nation  from 
the  greateft  of  Calamities.  AncL-is 
not  the  Argument  of  as  great  or  great¬ 
er  Force,  what  ought  to  be  doaeja  all 
manner  of  rational  Methods,  for  the 
preventing  that  Calamity  coming  a~ 
mongfl:  us?  if  that  be  the  Will  of 
God.  No  Charges  ought  to  be  thought 
great,  if  we  may  hope  to  have  them 
counterbalanced  with  fuch  a  Prefer- 

vation  :  And  therefore,  if  the  Remo- 

*  « 

val  of  any  of  thofe  things  that  have 
been  mentioned,  that  we  may  be  in 
danger  from,  could  not  be  done  with¬ 
out  damage  to  fome  Particulars,  it  is 
hoped  the  Publick  will  readily  bear 
that  Charge  which  will  redound  to 
the  Publick  Good. 

-  :  .  . .  -T  / 

THE  whole  of  this  Affair  is  hum¬ 
bly  reprefented  and  referred  to  the 
•  C  Honou* 
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Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  now 
affembled  in  Parliament,  heartily  pray¬ 
ing  that  they  will  take  Cognizance  of 
it,  who  are- -the  beft  Judges,  both  of 
what  may  endanger  us,  and  what  Me¬ 
thods  are  beft  to  be  taken  for  our 
common  Safety  and  Security. 

THE  Nation  is  very  fenfible  what 
Steps  they  have  already  taken  for  our 
Prefervation  from  Infection,  by  the 
Provifion  made  to  oblige  to  drift  Ob- 
fervations  of  Quaren tines ;  and  every 
one  is  thence  encouraged' to  hope,  that 
they  will  ftill  imploy  their  Wifdom, 
and  utmoft  Care,  to  find  oat  and 
purfue  the  beft  Meafures,  and  Me¬ 
thods,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Health  and  Happincfs  of  this  City  *, 
which,  if  confider’d  as  confiding  of 
London  and  Weftminfter  together,  is 
the  largeft  in  Europe ,  and  moft  po¬ 
pulous  :  A  City  which  is  the  Metro¬ 
polis  and  Capital  of  the  Nation,  in 
which  our  Monarch*  have  their  Refi- 
dence,  our  Parliaments  are  held,  our 
Courts  of  Judicature  are  kept;  and 
;*  ■  where 
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where  lo  great  a  Proportion  of  the 
Riches,  Trade,  and  Intereft  of  this 
Kingdom  is  lodged  and  managed.  It 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  People  of  this 
Kingdom,  now  affembled  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  this  Place,  will  have  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  it  at  heart. 

AND  for  their  Direction,  Aflif- 
tance,  and  Succefs  in  all  the  great 
Affairs  that  come  before  them,  that 
regard  the  Health,  Wealth,  Happinefs, 
and  Profperity  of  this  City  and  King¬ 
dom,  they  may  be  affuted  that  many 
hearty  Prayers  will  be  continually  put 
up  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  them. 

THE  ready  Concurrence  of  the 
Honourable  Lord-May«r  and  Aider- 
men  of  this  City,  is  no  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  who  have  the  whob  of  the  Inte¬ 
reft  of  themfelves  and  Families,  as 
it  were,  embarked  in  tiis  Angle  Bot¬ 
tom. 
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